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Effects of Polystyrene Microplastics on Feeding Preference of C. elegans
HUANG Meng, CHENG Si, LI Jiaqi, LI Gen, YANG Yang, HU Feng, LI Huixin, WU Jun®
(College of Resources and Environmental Sciences, Nanjing Agricultural University, Nanjing 210095, China)

Abstract: In this study, soil model animal C.elegans was used as test subject, and the effects of different particle sizes and
concentrations of polystyrene (PS) microplastics on the feeding preferences of C.elegans under short-term and long-term
exposure conditions were studied. The results showed that, the feeding preferences of C.elegans on B. amyloliquefaciens JX1 (X1)
and P. fluorescens Y1 (Y1) did not change significantly after short-term exposure to PS microplastics of 1 um and 5 pm at 1, 10
and 100 mg/L; At the concentrations of 1, 10 and 100 mg/L, PS microplastics of 5 um could change the feeding preferences of
C.elegans on X1 and Y1, and significantly upregulated the expression of feeding related genes (cat-4, egl-4, gcy-28, daf-7, dbl-1,
tir-1 and tol-1) in C.elegans under long-term exposure. The indexes related to oxidative stress in C.elegans were all upregulated
after long-term exposure to PS microplastics of 1 um and 5 pm at 100 mg/L, but had no significant correlation with the particle
size of PS, suggesting that oxidative stress damage may not be the direct way responsible for the effect of PS microplastics on
feeding preference of C.elegans. These results suggested that PS microplastics could affect the feeding preference behavior of
C.elegans by regulating the functional genes related to feeding preference.

Key words: Microplastics; Caenorhabditis elegans; Feeding preference
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Ao BIPIR BT T N TE AR o i, AN
S YA R B 5 A AR ) 3 SR AR A AR ) (AN R A Bl )
FINER A5 ) 7R R B AR 2 R I A BB AL PR BB 8 o B
S KEMIEE RNy, JF BRGS0 R
TR SR X Sh s M B A T R A B BT LA
R S A RS, KRR s ) A AR
P B 0 X R A 2 A 7 A VA P AR, e X AR
BRGSO,

ARk Al A i B0 A8 A ) 55 W BT 2
BAEMSWasitE, Rk, RO RE LG
SRR R YRR L i T2 VB, Bl
AR E AR, IFRED | AL g M 2 Rk
(SN RPN el o X L (EN = =K €22F = B 02 e N ]
YBUET i e D7 T 7 A TS I R R DA, £ A T R
LA 90 ) S B BB AN A2 i) 1) 4 o 19 B gt B
AAFIE BRI SR A W ) S G A 25
JESZ A AR ) AE - S o0 A, TR R B | T T
DLJCREVRZ54 , Xt HIEE Y g i 2l 5 95 4
A A B O [N U T e e 2 AU
it 47 £y 5% W) S AL AT L Ay Tl S R P 5 v v A 1)
A 2SS PEA SR R A A

B SCEERE 1 pm AT 5 um PARRIES, 1. 10,
100 mg/L 3 A~ DL 6 301 RN K 309 79 o 22 2 15 ] >R
5T AT P 8 Ry o LSRR S A R I m kL
X} 755 0 BT 26 BB R A 1 52 i), DA A AKSF- Rl
TRV T R M TR XS 75 1l B T2 i) B
B AF B ML, DU S G} A B AN I RUSS:
TEAG AL 1% JE B AR A

1 #MR5E%

1.1 EFRERBR

KRR 1 L (NGM, nematode growth
medium): FREL NaCl3 g, HHK 2.5 g. R 17 ¢,
A 975 ml £B 1K, 121 C i KE 20 min, %
HE55°C LA, mBIMAL 0.22 wm TG 5 I B Y
1 ml 1 mol/L MgSO4. 1 ml 1 mol/L CaCl,. 1 ml5 mg/ml
JIH [ B . 25 ml 1 mol/L KPO, 2 (pH 6.0).
1 mol/L KPO, Z& ik (pH 6.0): FRHL 108.3 g KH,PO,.
35.6 g KoHPO,, A KB FK A e A ZE 1 Lo
MAEREFRE 1 L (LB ¥5353, Luria-Bertani medium):
FREU NaCl 10 g & i Tryptone 10 g [ FEH S g,
HEBEFKBEMIFESRAZE 1L, 121 C HEXKHA
20 min, M9 ZZ## 1 L: NaCl 5 g. KH,PO, 3 g.
Na,HPO, 6 g. MgSO, (1 mol/L) 1 ml, JiImAZ=ES Tk

WMIFEASE 1 L, 121 C SIEKHE 20 min, %
TR £ FH o4 SR 24 (9 ml): 7 ml JCERZK LA 1 ml
5 mol/L ) NaOH. 1 ml 10% NaClO, J&%], #AC
B .
1.2 MERRHERIENE

BARCH (PS) ORI T K HAL AR (LG HOR
FRAF L, ANPIFEAS: 1 pm Al S pm, ¥5)4)
B KIS, A s OO T A& B OB RHEL
BRI 3 A, B R R A R R R 5 A 53 i)
7 488 nm F1 518 nm. A A F WI4%% (scanning
electron microscope, SEM) X i S BHEURL () TE 11T
TFRAE (S4800, H A mBHEAF], Japan). fii HEOE
BLEAY (Mastersizer 2000, i [E & /R AN #8 A PR
Al, UK) M ROERUBURL rRAR 2R T 20 AT
1.3 ZHREHRIEF

Caenorhabditis elegans N2 (81K C. elegans) iR
7F CGC (Caenorhabditis Genetics Center, Minneapolis,
MN, USA). 3 #RHER 4l (35 1): Escherichia coli OP50
(PR fRiFR OPS0KIET CGC, B. amyloliquefaciens
IX1 (AR @R XA P, fluorescens Y1 (LA T &FR Y1)
PR AR S 00 2 i 1 o 1 IO S A AT At R
H VL7548 R 5t T A & OB B VT g e o AL
Y35 R

F1 HRAEERMER

Table 1 Description of bacteria used in experiment

Lo TS RN BT
FRVER ZEMFF TS B. amyloliquefaciens JX1 G+  JX424611
PGB P. fluorescens Y1 G-  K(962432
KIGHFHE E. coli OP50 G- -

OP50 Ky 75 i FRAT 2 U SE B = bR &9, 37 C
s X1 MY 1 AR BCE (i 52 56 v £ o A8 R e £
Y, #5030 C Kigk. LAl OP50 SR, KZE7=0)
WUEHEATRIAAL, W B 2 245, 5 000 g
B0 1 min, FF BN RS RINEIE T M9 &
WEfk, 24 h JEEAE I L1 4 S TR OP50
FEIAT AR[RIe BE FURLAR ) PS TR A2k H G 57 9%
(NGM) 120 C 1538, LIMEKEE .

14 PS RERGEHEREXNFTWREALZEANER

U B 22N

1 75 T B AT e WP A0S BT A A RN AR A
WEE PS OB R R 5P G 5% 36 h, K& L4 )
B M9 22 vk B ohise T ok, IR E Y OPS0
THUETH. X1, Y1 WA LB 78 30 C Kigr X4k
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1, A OEETHETT OD600 K 1, 7[R — 90 mm
B NGM P ot S5 B B ifs i X1, Y1 4% 20 ul, FA53)
M) L4 Mg Vs TRERE DO E (8 1, BB
HAAN 15 mm, Pl 5 0 S IR ES S 20 mm).
WEFREET 20 C KiFRff b BmE g, bl A
ICEPR AR . MRS, T 12 h J57EERNE
T T WL RS IR I DL IL SR RS B 4%
MR XBECE |, GEt 53 2 SO AN [ 48 B 1 3 6 A
RbrtE . HARE 8 MEKE . 1A C elegans X HFh
TR ) 4 L 451 < PI=N/Nt. 20« PI (preference index)
TN N — Ao 220 2 HO S A R R A E ], N SRR
IF 23 Rh 20 TR PR X B H , N Rzt 20 W
20 A T DX OB R

1 ZRBERFOLETE

Fig. 1 Feeding preferences experiment

1.5 PS REBKBREXNFTMEHLBANER

psd=apA

W 2R HUFE S A R [RDRLAR R B (1) PS B8RP A
AR 15 d, RS REL S T 0 A AR A
I ERY PS OB B REFR AP % 36 h, K& L4
WIvE T & A, B bl vk R L.
1.6 PS RERKHEREXNFWIRFELRINWMN

Bk F R F2 I

W 28 B A8 B A S RDRLAR A B /) PS OB R
M BARARKE TR 15 d, FE LA R4 OB T 5 A AT
PRIV BE 1Y PS SO R G R P 1 % 36 h, K
2 L4 PR N & A Fe IR s M40 (ROS) ELISA
W& BA Y IE LE (SOD) ELISA il & .
A ACE B (CAT) I A8 3k 7] & ik WA 5 1
Tif s {SCR A Xof FR 20 R 4% % 5 A0 0 R AR A PR SR OK
- R R A W A S R AR A S S . 1R
W FILI bR A YR A RA R . BRI E 3
TEE.
1.7 FHEE PCR

JH Trizol VA2 H PS B EMLHE 15 d IR [FI2EAL S

BIRE L4 W5 AT 2 U A RNA, 28
PrimeScriptTM RT reagent Kit with gDNA Eraser
(Perfect Real Time)id7ll £ (TARAKA, RRO47Q)H:AE

VLU Z U RNA SRSkl cDNA, #EHU car-4.
egl-4. gcy-28. daf-7. dbl-1. tir-1 Fl tol-1 X 7 5
BUCEAT MM R SE N SE L o car-4 FEH S
SHBROMAETEEE, goy-28 i AFIRIAMLEE,
tir-1 Fl tol-1 3R IL[E 4t TOLL #f52 UR(5 538 i
— % TIR Z5BEA R, daf-7. dbl-1 F egl-4
W& AL K H T -p (TGF-p)E S m gt 21, fdi
ABI StepOne PLUS %5 Tt PCR X 1 6 JE [K] /) 3%
KT AR E T, WS cde-42, TAFE
WHE3ANEL . EHEYSITF5) 3% 2.

x2 BAEBEXEEESIY RS K N
Table 2 Primers of feeding related functional genes of C. elegans
and expected product size used for quantitative real-time PCR
amplification

FEB 51%1(5°-3%) T AN
cat-4-F GATGAGATGGTTATTGTGAAAGA 234 bp
cat-4-R AACTGCAACTCCGGATGG
egl-4-F TCCGTGTGCTCAATCAAG 181 bp
egl-4 -R CGTTCCTTATCTCCATAGTCT

gcy-28-F GTGAAGGTGAAGGTGATGA 278 bp
gcy-28 -R AGGTGGAAGAAGTTGATGAA
daf-7-F CCTTCATCCCCAACAGACC 236 bp
daf-7-R TATAGTGGCAATCCCCGC
dbl-1-F GAAAAAAGGGTAGAAAGCATCA 225bp
dbl-1-R  CAGGTCTCAAAGAGTGTAAAAGTG
tir-1-F ACCGACCACCAAAGAAATG 209 bp
tir-1-R TGGATGCAGAAGGCTGAAT
tol-1-F CTGTTCTCCTCTGTGTCCTCG 192 bp
tol-1-R TCACCATTTTCTCGTCCTTCT
cdc-42-F AGCCATTCTGGCCGCTCTCG 146 bp
cdc-42-R GCAACCGCTTCTCGTTTGGC

1.8 HIEHSTELE

KR 2 5 2253 B (One-way ANOVA) AT,
FHl Duncan K 56 %0 AS [Rl A B [RESE ARG & PR 2= 5
(P<0.05)ifff7THe 0 . EAmGeitor#r ¥ di F SPSS 20 4t
T84, i Origin 1 Excel ZAAAE R

2 HBREHSH

2.1 AREHKIEZRH PS WEBHHRIE

T4 Yo 1) B 5 AR B 0 B AL TR WA O
PS TSR S0 P F R BB 25 R AN &l 2A 1 2B
FIR, WRRRIARAY PS SR R AR ERIE ; PS
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TRCRL A RLAR (il FRLAR 73 B ASCHEA T 20 A, A R N1

1000

0.01 0.1 1 10 100
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I3, d(0.5)=1.145 um, & 2D &R 5 um A PS %
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W (%)

1000

.01 0.1 1 10 100
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(B AL BBk 1 um Al 5 pm ) PS 0K A RUBTEARIE; 18 C. D 203IFRRiA2 00 1 pm A1 5 pm (9 PS TR BORIAR S0 D)

FERIZE PS Ukl A9 A4 SR E AL IR S A B

Fig.2 SEM images and particle size distributions of different-size polystyrene particles

22 PS WMEBMNEHRBEXNFWEFEHRINER

U i 54 M

75 W BT 2 HLU 20 0 ZE A VRN PS f 8k i) b % 2k
FIE AT AN [F) e 2 FIOREAR A4 PS TSRS 35 56 v J 3 2
# 36 hJ&, KL AFEAE I T AR (&
3A). BT ERIFAE T 4, 8, 12, 24 h BJZk
N
1.0-7

0 I P R L ok

0.5rt

8

fiidef L)

S

O 1 1 1 1 1 1
e NN
© \&& Q&Qy Q&Qé \‘&é Q&Qé Q‘gy
N Q N N\
Qév’ §» &> \?‘“ §« &>
AN SR SR
PS

5

(A, RIFARAZFIIRER) PS BUBEHEN RS ; B. AFBASRFIRER PS BRI RES; KM iRELIORIRMER, *. **,

X X1, Y1 Bfmbdr R —50, B Y1, %
P H A B R R 12 h B A ECE R . R
GOR R, N BRZH AT b BRZH 4 Ha X R B XS
Y1 BARLF, BD 1 um 015 pm (9 PS SOBARE 1,
10, 100 mg/L iX 3 MREE T XL dixd X1, Y1 /Y
W R iAo JC W S 50 . 7E SR EE(10 mg/L
B)
1.0} —

e

05 % %

RS
Q&% Q&éé \&Cyé Q&% Q&%
& NN &\ N
& o S
W @Y oY &
PS

g IRR

RN X1 5 Y1 B X4 BB A2 5735 P<0.05. P<0.01 F1 P<0.001 &% /KF)
3 AREMNEZEFKER PS REHMBEZERLHN X1, Y1 IR RIF

Fig. 3 Feeding preferences of C. elegans after exposure to polystyrene particles with different-sizes and concentrations
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100 mg/L) F, RELRARMEIE Y1, {21 um
FI'S um [ PS SRR ER LAY LR BT Y1 A PR
BTN IR 2 2 IR (P<0.05)0

TR ZE R, 1 um A1 5 um AY PS FOHRME 1)
TR AT B R AF AT o I ARAT B 0 O, 4 ] g
TR R TR
23 PS WMEBRKHERENFMETLRERR

U i 54 i

A4 75 I BT 42 U7 3 AT AN R VR B FORLAR 1Y) PS
BRI FR IR K IN RN 15 d )5, KB RFED
5 AT R S (B 3B). AR PS B K
RN X1, Y1 B BCE R Ar 25 2R o, 4Rt
I G BCE Y1 (PL R 0.63); KA REIER AN
1 um () PS TR A ST B4k Xt X1, Y1
PP R S A= %, AT Sk w4 Y1, 1,10, 100 mg/L
) % g ZH 4 A Y 1 1Y PT43 5 2R 0.60 (P<0.05).0.64
(P<0.001), 0.59 (P<0.01); 1K= FBELERALN
5 pm (1 PS OSBRI B 2 Bt X1, Y1 IE
TRbfAT R KA T U, BARR A 1 mg/L F1 10 mg/L
BT R BR AL 2 X X1, Y1 B9 HE A UL I 55
b, TR RN 100 mg/L Y2252 2 2 il i
R X1 B B3 R EF(PT R 0.68, P<0.01), X3
B, PS B RHEMS MU L B b, H 51

250 250 -

(A) . ®)
&3
200 - 200 F
g 150 E 150
=) 2
& 100 8 100
~ %]
50 50
0
SIOFOFOGOGOG
NN O
N DN NN
& ‘4\"\ & &n\ N
N \Q'\Q, O N o
PS

0
NP SN IPNIPN
e &%Q&"é\&"f’@&%“&%

&” > R e > .
RGNS o

SRR RLAR RV BE ARG, BORARAS . BCEIREE Y
PS BT 55 1 BT 4 R A B R 4 A7 Sy 52 i)
R,
24 PS WEBMKHEEXNFWRALZRIENWN

K F R F I

S FEA [RIREAR FIE B B PS IRl P 2288 15 d Y
75 T B AT 4 UM P 19 36 M 4R A B SR (ROS) K kA7
MiE, Z5REV], PS HOBENEE N 100 mg/L B, i
0 1 um A1 S um i) PS f 8RR 5 21 1 2k H A Y 1Y
R4 A i K F 2 4 (P<0.01), H 1 um,
100 mg/L (%)% 5 214k BRI Y ROS 7K 75 % B2 AH
FCARES T 10.62%; 5 pm. 100 mg/L Y75 2H £k di 4k
P ROS K500 FEZH AR 355 T 11.48%, 5 1 pm,
100 mg/L ()% F2 41 AH tb 4k RN ROS S8 T T
0.78% (&l 4A).

XFAE AR AREAS e BE 1Y PS S8R 22 5% 15 d 1K)
75 N BROFF 2 s PN 1) 8 4501k 40 B8 1k i (SOD) ¥ 1 ik
e, Z5RF%M, FHuFRFTFLBERIER 1 um Al
5 um, WEEH 1. 10 F1 100 mg/L i 6 4> PS {8kl
AEFRL R 15 d, XK SOD R (1) 5
¥R EZES (K 4B). HRETLER, PS IRk
R 1 pm # S pm B, £ AUKPY SOD G ¥R PS
THCARR R B %) T o i T

12 .
©) *

*%K

10}

co
T

CAT (U/mg)
(o))

0
FHSHS S
N \Q‘Q\QQ‘Q S

Q

A: S o S o
S N & o

¥ \Q\\?& o¥ oY c,\?&

PS PS

(A. MR A HRIIKE; B, BEMAYEALEEE; C. 5L ABHENE; IREHBEFRRIRMED, *. #* . o 00 FRoR A0 3 5 %] il 25 53k
P<0.05. P<0.01 fil P<0.001 &E/K¥, FEI)
B4 ARFFRFKERPS MEBNKPRERZ RS HAEKTE

Fig. 4 Oxidative stress levels of C. elegans after chronic exposure to polystyrene particles with different-sizes and concentrations

SFAE A [R)REAS AR (1) PS SR 5257 15 d (1)
75 0 B FF 2k A 9 09 3 S Ak AU (CAT) 1 P kA7l
FE, Z5REIR, 4 PS UBELRAEN 1 opm BF, &k
R TR B LR BRI CAT WY& BERE R PS fHUB RN
B FHE T E . 1 mg/L 1 10 mg/L 1 PS I8k R 5E
20 50 B2 A LG 3 25 7 (81 4C)5 {H 100 mg/L /Y

PS Tl Hke} 2 i 41 ) 5 ) i 22 57 8 5 (P<0.05), 5% R
AL, SR CAT FETHE T 0.4889%, 4 PS
WOBRLRIAE R 5 pm B, (REEEMREE (1 mg/L)Flm ik
JERZFEAL(100 mg/LYRHKRNI CAT & it 5% id4l
M A R EZES, SRl XT AR ST 51.12%
(P<0.05)F1 70.92% (P<0.01).,
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2.5 ENEHEXTIEEERMRIE

1 B PS SRk AR 2 BUREE AT A R 3 AL
i, AT T — L 548 BB T A DG JE , 42
W2t PS OB RHC AR A2 L RNA #F1 728
it PCR, XJ 3 #6J [R] iy e ik it A AR A (&1
5) WFFEEE R R KA 1 pm B PS R R R4
RS Fk K ) Ze ik i 5 0 BRAHAH U3 e B 22 5, H
10 mg/L ZFRANY dbl-1. egl-4 F gey-28 3 AN HEH
A IR TN 100 mg/L & F& 2 1Y dbl-1 BE K 23k i 5 %

7F B CK
B S um,l mg/L

01 pm,1 mg/L
El S um,10 mg/L

HEALAH e 5 FRAR (P<0.05); T 5 um Y PS ¥R
SREALE 1. 10 F1 100 mg/L WJET, cat-4. egl-4.

gcy-28. daf-7. dbl-1. tir-1 Fl tol-1 X 7 NFERFEE
IR FE, A car-4 LR R IRE FIEEE R,
1. 10 F1 100 mg/L &2 45X} AL HE 2 ) 1
195.14% (P<0.05). 202.36% (P<0.05)F/ 488.21% (P<
0.001), H car-4. egl-4. gey-28. daf-7. tir-1 1 tol-1
X6 AR R Y 1R R I O] R TR AR
i, BN PS (OB v BB iy, LA ek by

B | um,10 mg/L & | ym,100 mg/L

b5 um,100 mg/L

;
& LTIk ¥

5 ARREFRERN PS MERKHRERLRNAMAXRERMNBEXREE

Fig. 5 Relative expression of target genes in C. elegans after chronic exposure to polystyrene particles with different sizes and concentrations

3 e

RIGLE R, 5 um B PS (OBRHC 15267 15d
Ja, ZAXE X1, Y1 BBCERGs Ad: T IR, X
FW] PS TR B I d 52 5 PS Rk
1Y) 2 B BF (] L R AR AR BE I OCHE . 5 1 pm AH I,
5 um Y PS EIRREXT 2 HUBCE (i 4 R 52 B K, LI
T 2 5 T () P S0 T 0 Ak B A, L e
Ko I AT BE S T A KORIAR B R 8 ) B o RN BH 2
il , VA AR, IS L s e, A
F 55 IR ) 5 B R A e R R Ak 1A, BH
FETHAL RGUIF ML= AR IR, HXT S A A i
AR AR bR U 5 R o £ A i e ) i A
BOkPRE K, X5 SRR —%, nEE>
% B0 K W XoF 75 T BT 4% ) 2 R ) A
M, SR R LU o 32, e 1 2 5 D LA
Hl8ON S 3, HLBE A T 1 5% R i R A G, 2k
Az A Ak AR bR B B0 TR S e SR Y G, AR SCRIFSE S
AHENE, B PS fio0 de} 5 5 ) 2 e JCEE i 47 1)
AL i N

PS R 3] 2 55 2k HUAR B ROS ZKF-H 2
FHEr, HYUAALES CAT /K- T, RUIPS
TSR A e d 7 A T SR AR N RN R UK T BT
AALRG . A1 pm 15 pm ) PS ROBRHE R ik
JE(100 mg/L) FH5xRAA BEER, X5HA S um
(4 PS TR REAS U 2 HeIRCR (i S O BRSO F AN 58 4
—H, BAREALNLHESONH SR 2T e ER SRR R
BOCHEPY (ARG T, RN O A PS
Tk AR 2 HUBCET i 4 B B AIL A

Abada S5, 2k B S DR R R S AN TR AR
HEAT RS R G B ) A . Coolon 45P¢)
WA, C. elegans EANFWMEG, HIFZHNA
Rk BRI R Bk 1) C.
elegans FEERUEN] TIX RN S C. elegans MHE
PR O, ARE 5 um (19 PS i EHE T
FLHE R BN 2 RUBCE (i S AH OGO D REE R A e 3k, DA
ML T 2 X X1, Y1 R s . 9¢6E i PCR
RIGLERBIR, 5 um 19 PS S RHmOR K R 88 J5 1
2 d S IR AR G R DR R 3Rk B b SEOBAR L
T C R e 75 R B A2 R i — i St , O BT
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ARSI Z R BIFTT 2 5, 75 0 BRAT 2k R LS A
WP Y 1A, A0 R U] A T DA U A 246
R X1 At Soef RAK, Mg X1,
Y1 X 75 0 B ATk A — i B AR L T cat-4
S 56 WU L R IR 5 2 RGE AT R R X R R
HB, goy-28 SRl i) 5 PRI S 5 48 sl (1 L3
WS IATR, 24 cat-4 FEHIEAERT, 28 25 B BE 24
S PEREBREE S, T gey-28 FEPR ARt gl K I Te v
BRI IRR T, Y tax-4 FERA gey-28 KL ik
YEmE, £ AR Y1 A R, Ik
BT E R IEE Y1 tir-1 F tol-1 KPR 3[R 4 5
) TOLL FEAZAARAE 538 #h—A~ & TIR 2543y
FIBT, A5 538 5 4 e 0 o PR kA T R A G
AT AT J5 A 430 P A X 43— DT L5310 0 38 s A
ER BN [FREH, 2 rol-1 7 tir-1 FEF K B,
2GR BN R R Y1 RYRE Sy 3Gem, 1T LU ke
TFHER Y1, daf-7. dbl-1 Fl egl-4 Y5 544K
HF-B (TGF-B)fF 5@, %fn 5k S 5%
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